
EXAM TECHNIQUES 

Applicable to multiple choice questions for CT218

With Sample Questions and 60+ Statements to Test your Knowledge

Most of the questions in the examination paper will ask you to select one out of five possible answers where only one is true and all the other false, or one if false and all the others true. 

Read the question very carefully then read each of the answers even more carefully.  

It is advisable to read through all the answers first, than go back to each of them individually and write ( or (  next to each answer (starting with the answers where you are sure).  

If you have answered correctly, you should either have only one answer which is true and all the others false or one answer which is false and all the other true, depending on the question. If not, you should review the question more carefully and note all the variations.  

There are no “trick questions” but some questions require quite a bit of care and attention, so don’t rush through the questions too quickly or you could miss an important word such as “only”, “never”, “all”, “not” or fail to notice that “and” has become “or” – which can change the True or False value of an answer.

Don’t spend too much time on questions which carry few marks – if you are not sure of your answer, make a note in the margin and move on to the next one.  You can go back to it if you have time.  Some questions which carry more marks may be easier for you to answer and you want to make sure you have enough time to do them well.   

IN PARTICULAR, Section B of the exam comprises 2 questions with 8 marks each.  They are not difficult, but require more time than the others, so make sure you allocate enough time to do them (approximately 30 minutes).  One of them is a TWO PART QUESTION -  I have included a sample question on this model for you to practice.  

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE (after revision) 
Answers will be discussed at the next lecture

Please read the document entitled “Material to review for the Exam.doc” - which was handed out with the lecture notes on 25/4/02 - about what you should revise. (Available on I: Drive)

After you have done your revision, you should be able to say if statements like the ones below are true or false (without referring to your notes) – If you are not too sure about your answers, this probably means that you need to revise the material more thoroughly.   

The questions are grouped according to topics, so that you can revise a topic and test your knowledge of the topic before proceeding to the next topic. Answers will be discussed at the next lecture.

The statements below are typical of the kind of statements you will be presented with at the examination Have a look at the “Two part question” at the end of this document and familiarise yourself with this kind of question.

Please note: these questions have been prepared to help you check that your level of revision is adequate. They have not passed the same “quality test” as real examination questions and it is possible that the odd error or ambiguity may have crept in, for which I apologise.   If you think you have found an error, please Email me:  mes@co.umist.ac.uk
	
	( or (
	COMPANY LAW

	1. 
	
	The liability a shareholder may exceed the nominal value of the shares he/she holds

	2. 
	
	The liability of the shareholders for the debts of the company may not exceed the nominal value of the shares each of them holds

	3. 
	
	The company’s shares can be sold at more than their nominal value

	4. 
	
	The nominal value of the shares is the amount of money the shareholder paid for the shares

	5. 
	
	The company’s shares can be sold at less than their nominal value

	6. 
	
	The liability of a  shareholder may exceed the amount of money he has paid for the shares

	7. 
	
	The Directors can never be personally liable for the debts of the company

	8. 
	
	The Memorandum of Association contains rules on Dividends and Members Meetings

	9. 
	
	The Articles of Association contain rules on the allocation of shares and Members Meetings

	10. 
	
	The Name, object and Registered office of the Company, as well as the authorised share capital, can be found in the Memorandum of Association.

	11. 
	
	Company directors are elected by the shareholders to run the company on their behalf

	12. 
	
	If a Director of a company is negligent in the exercise of his duties as a Director he may become personally liable for the debts of the company.

	13. 
	
	English law requires that each Ltd company holds at least one General Meeting each year

	14. 
	
	Under English law, companies are allowed to sell or give shares in the company to their employees

	15. 
	
	Under English law, companies are not allowed to provide financial assistance to their employees to buy shares in the company

	
	
	COMPUTER MISUSE ACT

	16. 
	
	The Computer Misuse Act aims to punish the misuse of information stored on a computer with intent to  facilitate a crime but not computer hacking carried out “for the fun of it”

	17. 
	
	It is an offence under the Computer Misuse Act unlawfully to access data stored on a computer to facilitate the commission of a serious crime even if the crime is impossible to commit 

	18. 
	
	The Computer Misuse Act is not aimed at the “benign” hacker but only at hackers who benefit directly from hacking

	19. 
	
	The Computer Misuse Act aims to punish the unauthorised alteration or destruction of information stored on a computer as well as any form of unauthorised access to a computer

	20. 
	
	Hacking is only punishable under the Act if the hacker is aiming at  particular programs or data 

	
	
	INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

	21. 
	
	A patent includes the right to licence others to use one’s invention

	22. 
	
	Once a patent is granted it cannot be revoked during the first 5 years

	23. 
	
	A patent grants the right to exclude others from using one’s invention

	24. 
	
	If a client is granted an exclusive licence to use the software, the IPR to the software belongs exclusively to the client

	25. 
	
	If someone independently makes an invention which is already patented, they are allowed to use it for themselves

	26. 
	
	A software house cannot grant an exclusive licence on the same software to more than one client 

	27. 
	
	Shareware is commercial software distributed freely to enable the user to  ‘try before you buy’, but if users who want to continue to use the software after a trial period are “honour bound” to pay for the use of the software

	28. 
	
	To be patentable, an invention must be unpublished yet but it does not need to be new

	29. 
	
	If someone independently creates a work which is similar to one protected by Copyright, they are not allowed to exploit it themselves

	30. 
	
	Under a single copy licence users may be allowed to copy the software on one computer at work and one at home or on a portable computer.

	31. 
	
	Under a Developer’s licence, the right to distribute software may not be restricted to those paying a higher licence fee, or require per-copy royalties


	32. 
	
	The transfer of IPR can be done orally or in writing

	33. 
	
	The IPR on software developed by a software house for a client automatically becomes the property of the client as soon as he has paid the cost of the development in full

	34. 
	
	The transfer of Intellectual property rights (IPR) is not valid unless it is in writing.

	35. 
	
	Patentable inventions by employees normally belong to the employee unless the employee is a senior manager


	36. 
	
	Shareware is commercial software which anyone can use without paying a fee

	37. 
	
	If software is given “free for R&D only” to universities,  this means that the software cannot use for teaching.

	38. 
	
	If software is given “free for R&D only” to universities,  this means that the software can be used for research only, but neither for teaching nor to support administrative tasks.

	39. 
	
	If software is given “free for R&D only” to universities,  this means that the software can be used for teaching, but not to support administrative tasks.

	40. 
	
	The main purpose of patents is to protect the right of inventors to reap rewards for their inventions 

	41. 
	
	If an independent contractor develops a software program for a software company, the IPR is automatically transferred to the company as soon as the company has paid the independent contractor’s fee in full

	42. 
	
	The mere fact of discussing an invention with another person may not prevent an inventor from patenting the invention 

	
	
	CONTRACT LAW

	43. 
	
	Under English law, a contract usually includes a clause on “Consideration”.  This is a clause where it is specified what performance one or both parties to the contract provide in return for the performance of the other party;  

	44. 
	
	Under English law, in order for a contract to be valid, each party to the contract must provide a “consideration”, i.e. a performance of some value, though not necessarily of equal value, in return for the performance of the other party.

	45. 
	
	Under the Unfair Contract Terms Act, it would be normally be illegal for a software house to include a clause in their standard contract by which it excludes all liability for its own breaches of contract.

	46. 
	
	A Non-Disclosure Agreement may be used between a software developer and a potential client or between a company and another company interested in acquiring a licence to one of its products not yet on the market

	47. 
	
	Under English law a Non-Disclosure Agreement between a company and one of its employees is illegal

	48. 
	
	In software contracts it is common to have a clause by which each party agrees to indemnify the other against potential liability for accidental or deliberate infringement of IPR do to their own fault.

	49. 
	
	In the event of a dispute between the parties to a contract, the parties may decide to go to Arbitration rather than to court.


	
	
	DATA PROTECTION ACT and PRIVACY

	50. 
	
	The Data Protection Act specifies that Personal Data must be processed in accordance with the rights of the Data Subjects under the Act.  This means that a company is allowed to do anything it wants with the data, provided it has notified the Office of the Information Commissioner.

	51. 
	
	Under the Data Protection Act a company is only allowed to collect Personal Data after it has notified the Office of the Information Commissioner of its intention.

	52. 
	
	According to the Data Protection Act, you are obliged to inform the Data Subjects of your reasons for collecting Personal Data even if the data collected is not regarded as “Sensitive” under the Act.

	53. 
	
	Under the Data Protection Act it is illegal for a company to collect Personal Data for the purpose of a sale and use it for another purpose such as Marketing without the specific consent of the Data Subject.

	54. 
	
	Under the Data Protection Act Data Subjects may not unreasonably withhold their consent to the processing of their Personal Data for the purpose of Direct Marketing. 

	55. 
	
	You need to abide by the provisions of the Data Protection Act even if you don’t fall within the categories of people or organisations who have an obligation to notify the Office of the Information Commissioner.

	56. 
	
	The Data Protection Act specifies that it is illegal to transfer personal data to a country outside the European Economic Area (EEA) unless the country in question has been recognised as providing an adequate level of data protection.  So far, only Switzerland is considered as meeting this requirement. 

	57. 
	
	People or organisations who collect Personal Data always have to abide by the provisions of the DPA, even if they are exempt from notification

	58. 
	
	Cookies are small data files that websites can store on the computer of people who visit their sites. Cookies cannot be removed or filtered out by the user

	59. 
	
	Cookies can store the user name and password of registered users to enable them to access specific information on a website without having to register each time they visit the site

	60. 
	
	A cookie does not enable to track the identity of the website from which a visitor comes or the identity of the website to which a visitor goes after leaving the website which set the cookie.

	61. 
	
	Web bugs (or web beacons) are sometimes called “spyware” because they provide information on the visitors to a website without the knowledge or consent of the visitor

	62. 
	
	An employee’s Email always belongs to the employee, even if it is stored on the employer’s computer.

	63. 
	
	The technology used by Amazon does not enable it to store information on items put in a shopping cart by a visitor to their site unless the item goes through the “checkout”. 


See following pages for Examination Questions FORMAT

Examination Questions FORMAT     (Try and answer them and time yourself) 

If you are well prepared, it should be easy for you to identify the correct answer.

Most of the Questions on the Examination paper will have the FORMAT of the 5 questions below.

There is also a Two Parts Question (see model below) – you are advised to familiarise yourself with answering this type of question.

	Q
	With respect to the shareholders of a Ltd company registered in England, which of the following statements is true?

	A
	A shareholder of a company cannot be another company

	B
	A shareholder of a company is a person or organisation who owns shares in that company

	C
	A shareholder of a company is a person who runs the company

	D
	A shareholder of a UK company must be resident in the UK

	E
	A shareholder of a UK company may be personally liable for the debts of the company


	A web bug is a graphic on a web page or in an e-mail message that is designed to monitor who is reading the web page or the e-mail.  In connection which web bugs, which of the following statement is NOT true?

	A
	A web bug is represented as HTML IMG tag 

	B
	A web bug is usually 1x1 pixel in size

	C
	A web bug on a web page or e-mail is clearly visible to the person who views the web page or the e-mail 

	D
	A web bug can give information on the IP address of the computer that fetched the web bug

	E
	A web bug can give information on the url of the page that the web bug is located on


	One of the principles of the Data Protection Act is that Personal Data shall be processed in accordance with the rights of Data Subjects under the Act. In connection with this principle, which of the following statements is not True?

	A
	The Act gives the Data Subjects the right to object to their Personal Data being processed for whatever purpose.

	B
	Data Subjects have the right to refuse permission  to the processing  of their Personal Data for Direct Marketing.

	C
	Data Subjects have the right to know what Data is held on them.

	D
	If a person contacts a company and requests to know what Personal Data the company hold on him/her, the company must reply within 40 days even if it does not actually hold any data on the person.

	E
	Once they have given permission to store/process Personal Data for Direct Marketing, Data Subjects can change their mind 


	One of the principles of the Data Protection Act is that Personal Data shall not be transferred to a country or territory outside the European Economic Area unless that country or territory ensures an adequate level of protection for the rights and freedoms of Data Subjects in relation to the processing of personal data.  

Which of the following list of countries includes one or more countries which currently (April 2002) do not meet these requirements? 

	A
	The UK, France, Germany,  Italy, Belgium, Luxemburg and the Netherlands 

	B
	The 15 countries of the European Union plus Switzerland and the United States

	C
	The 15 countries of the European Union plus Switzerland

	D
	The 15 countries of the European Union plus Liechtenstein, Norway and Iceland

	E
	The 15 countries of the European Union plus Liechtenstein, Norway,  Iceland and Switzerland 


TWO PART QUESTION.  This question is not more difficult than the others, but it will take more time to read through in order to identify the correct answer.  This is reflected in the number of marks allocated for the question. 

The suggested technique is to read the question carefully then write ( or (  next to each part of each of the 5 answers.  If you have answered correctly, you should have only one answer where both parts are true. If this is not the case, you should review the question more carefully and note all the variations.   

	A software company is seeking advice from their lawyer in connection with a licence.  More specifically, it wants to know:

1. if the company can grant an exclusive licence to more than one client 

2. if the company retain the IPR to the software even if it grants an exclusive licence to a client and if so, can it sell it or transfer it to the client

In each case the advice given by the lawyer comprises two parts. Select the answer where both parts of the answer are true. 

	A
	
	1. The company can grant an exclusive licence to more than one client

2. The IPR to the software automatically passes to the client

	B
	
	1. The company can grant an exclusive licence to more than one client

2. The company retains the IPR to the software but it can sell or transfer it to the client through a written contract

	C
	
	1. The company cannot grant an exclusive licence to more than one client

2. The company retains the IPR to the software but it can sell or transfer it to the client through a written contract

	D
	
	1. The company cannot grant an exclusive licence to more than one client

2. The company retains the IPR to the software but it can sell or transfer it to the client through a written contract or an oral agreement

	E
	
	1. The company can grant an exclusive licence to more than one client

2. The company retains the IPR to the software but it can sell or transfer it to the client through a written contract or an oral agreement


( MES / Exam technique and sample questions .doc / 26/04/02

1 / 1
( MES / Exam technique and sample questions .doc / 26/04/02


6 / 6

