From the Patent Office website  http://www.patent.gov.uk/

What is a Trade Mark?
A trade mark is any sign which can distinguish the goods and services of one trader from those of another. A sign includes, for example, words, logos, pictures, or a combination of these.

A trade mark is used as a marketing tool so that customers can recognise the product of a particular trader.

To be registrable a trade mark must be:

· distinctive for the goods/services for which registration is sought, 

and
· not deceptive, or contrary to law or morality,

and
· not identical or similar to any earlier marks for the same or similar goods/services. 

Is trade mark protection enough?

Is your company name registered with Companies House 
Do you need a domain name for your website? To register a domain name you must apply to an accredited Registrar, a list of Accredited and accreditation-qualified Registrars can be found on the ICANN web site: www.icann.org/registrars/accredited-list.html [image: image1.png]


.

See also "How to apply for a trade mark."
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